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Fact Sheet: 
2018 Uponor Engineering Summits  

WHEN: Sept. 11-12 and 20-21, 2018 

WHERE: Uponor Academy at the company’s North American headquarters in Apple Valley, Minn. 

OBJECTIVES:  

• To offer attending engineer and contractor professionals a superior learning experience, focused 

on plumbing and heating (radiant and hydronic) piping applications for commercial structures, 

encompassing new construction, renovation and maintenance projects. 

• To award professional engineer attendees with six professional development hours (PDHs). 

• To provide attendees with excellent networking opportunities with other engineering and 

contracting professionals, as well as with Uponor and allied subject matter experts and relevant 

industry trade media. 

ATTENDEES: Consulting and specifying engineers who work for design-build mechanical contracting 

companies or for independent consulting engineer firms used by mechanical contractors. Also attending: 

Uponor personnel, independent sales agents and industry trade media. Total attendance is expected to 

be approximately 50 people at each summit, including presenters, media and Uponor personnel. 

PURPOSE: “Professionals connecting with professionals.” At both summits, Uponor is striving to build 

better relationships with consulting engineers and design-build mechanical contractors by offering them 

quality training that emphasizes innovation around new technologies and services that deliver better 

human environments. “The summit gatherings are intended to emphasize the value we place on stronger 

partnerships with engineers,” says Bill Gray, president, Uponor North America. “Our objective is to meet 

the engineers’ need to maximize system performance and meet project timelines, while articulating 

Uponor’s value to them in the form of lower installation and lifecycle costs.” 

PROGRAM:  

● Opening session by Robert Bean: Day 1 of each summit begins with a full-morning session, 

“What Should Be Driving the Sustainability Message – IEQ or Energy?” Led by industry expert 

and educator Robert Bean, the session will discuss “how to integrate the human sciences of 

thermal comfort, air and lighting quality with enclosure and HVAC design,” says Bean, “and how 

energy and eXergy efficiency is the natural outcome from engineering the indoor environment, 

using human-factor design principles.” The three-hour opening session will be followed by a 

concluding fourth hour after lunch. By attending both sessions, attendees will earn four PDHs.    
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● Day 1 will also include a session on “Commercial Piping Systems,” presented by Uponor 

Engineering Services Business Development Manager Devin Abellon, P.E., who is also an 

ASHRAE Distinguished Lecturer. Attending the session will bring one PDH. The day will conclude 

with a tour of Uponor’s manufacturing facilities and a dinner event at the Mall of America in 

nearby Bloomington, Minn.  

● Day 2 will kick off with an hour-long session on “Integrated BIM” by Don Rasmussen, applications 

engineer with CTC Software. Attending the session will again bring one PDH, for a total of six 

PDHs over the full two days. Additional sessions will be presented throughout the day by Uponor 

and CTC personnel on Uponor Project Delivery and Design Services and CTC Software Express 

Tools. 

HISTORY: Uponor has previously hosted engineering summits during its biennial Convention (held in 

even-number years), as well as in its training classrooms at the Uponor Academy. These two summits 

have been designed with a stronger focus on industry trends and with content that specifically addresses 

engineer pain points. The intent is to show how, by working together, Uponor might help attendees solve 

their problems.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact John O’Reilly (john.oreilly@BetterPR.com) or Payton Bailey 

(payton.bailey@BetterPRcom) at O’Reilly DePalma in Frankfort, IL; 815.469.9100 
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